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Story of the Founding of the Greater Lafayette Chinese Alliance Church
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The roots of the church date back
to 1965, when Timothy Li, a Ph.D.
student, formed a Bible study
group with several of his Chinese
Christian friends. They called it
“Cha-Jing-Ban”: Bible study class.
Originally, there were around a
dozen people meeting in the Kran-
nert building on Purdue’s campus.
An informal group, they advertised
themselves by word of mouth to
keep their numbers steady.

Each week, Bible study was led in
Mandarin by a different member.
The group would discuss a certain
passage, and as Li describes it,
“Quite often we were not able to
Still,
marched on and felt good about it.

draw a conclusion. we
The fellowship among the mem-

bers became quite important.”
Once in a while, Li recalls, a Chinese
pastor came to visit the group of
students and described them as
“the blind leading the blind.” For Li,
more important than Bible know-
ledge were the social, emotional

and spiritual bonds they formed.
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By 1968, the group had grown to
around twenty and was meeting at
locations on and off campus. Wil-
liam Hsueh, then a graduate stu-
dent and now a pastor in Austin,
remembers that they often met at
Professor Pai Tao Yeh'’s house. Yeh,
a Civil Engineering professor, has
since had a scholarship for Chinese
undergraduates created in his
memory. “They [Yeh and his wife]
were like parents to the Chinese

students at Purdue,” Hsueh says.

In 1969, Vincent Shen joined Pur-
due’s Computer Sciences faculty
and the Bible study. Shen was
quickly established as the Bible
group’s advisor: “The leader of the
group was always a graduate stu-
dent, but since I was probably the
most active faculty member, I did
have a lot of influence after I be-
came a Christian in 1972.”

The group moved around quite a
bit at this point: during the semes-
ter, they met at University Presby-
terian Church by campus, and dur-
ing the summers, at St. Andrew
United Methodist Church. In the
early 70s, Shen and his wife hosted
the group at their apartment in the
Beau Jardin complex, and in 1974,
at their house (712 Avondale St).
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1974 was also the year that the
Bible study group officially regis-
tered as a non-profit charitable
organization called the “Purdue

Chinese Christian Fellowship.”

By 1976, the PCCF had grown so
large that they returned to St. An-
drew’s, where they remained until
1985. “In the 80's we started with
praise and worship, followed by a
short message, then split into
Bible The
groups included Mandarin Chris-

groups for studies.
tians, Mandarin newcomers, Can-

tonese, and English,” Shen recalls.

The PCCF had also begun to reach
out to more Chinese students on
campus. “We went out knocking on
students’ doors and shared the
Gospel with them. Our goal was to
witness to each Chinese student at
least once while they were studying
at Purdue. We probably reached
that goal,” Shen states. By the time
he left Purdue in 1985 to work in
Austin, the Bible study group had
over one hundred members. He
later went to Hong Kong and is now
an Elder at a Mandarin-speaking
church there.

In 1987, Ming Mui began attending
the PCCF Bible study as an under-
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graduate. By this time, the group
was meeting at Burtsfield Elemen-
tary. For Mui, like many Chinese
new to Purdue, the PCCF was an
opportunity to meet and form
bonds with other Chinese students.
“God presented a case for me,” he
said, “so instead of going to parties,
I could go to the fellowship to con-
nect.”

In 1988, the PCCF began meeting at
the Upper Room Christian Fellow-
ship. Sai Kee Yeung, a math profes-
sor at Purdue, joined the PCCF
when he arrived in West Lafayette
in 1992. He quickly became an ad-
visor and witnessed the fellow-
ship’s transition from Bible study
group to church. “People started to
think about worshipping together
in Chinese; they started planning
two years before we really had
Sunday worship.” Given the group’s
close ties to the university, they
sought a building close to campus
for worship. This led them to Our
Savior Lutheran Church in 1993.

In 1995, the group officially be-
came the Greater Lafayette Chinese
Alliance Church.

In 2007, the church relocated clos-
er to campus by renting the Univer-
sity Church building. They re-
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mained there for two years, and in
2009, moved to their current loca-
tion: the Wesley Foundation. Here,
they hold Sunday worship to a
faculty and

families, which is so large that, as

crowd of students,

Mui says, “there’s not enough room
to sit.” For the past eight years, the
services have been led by Pastor
Tom He.

The PCCF, still its own organiza-
tion, meets for Friday evening Bible
study at the Wesley Foundation.
There are now many different sub-
groups: Cantonese, English, Young
PLATO,
Growth-in-Grace, Gospel, and Bible

Graduates, Energetic,
Introduction in English. Their mis-
sion is still the same: to reach out
to the Chinese population on cam-

pus and in West Lafayette. ¥
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* Cf. Michael V. Fox, A Time to Tear Down & A Time to Build Up: A Reread-
ing of Ecclesiastes, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999, pp. 30-31
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Seraphim signifies “burning ones,”
to designate their essence, their
dazzling appearance, or their in-
tense devotion. But whatever the
symbol stands for, they needed the
six wings. With twain each seraph
covered his face—for reverence, he
dare not look upon God. With twain
he covered his feet—for humility,
he recognized that he was unwor-
thy. With twain he did fly—for ser-
vice and obedience to the divine
commands.

It may be that we are taught that a
third part only of our time and en-
ergy should be expended in activi-
ty; two-thirds to reverent fellow-
ship and communion. Probably
with most of us the proportion is in
the other direction; and we give
two-thirds to flight for God, and
one-third only for fellowship with
God.

The service that springs from such
communion is directed by deep
sympathy with the mind of God.
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The seraph did not wait for the
Lord to send him to Isaiah with a
live coal from the altar; but sponta-
neously the son of flame sped to do
the required office, as though in-
stinctively he realized that there
was nothing else to be done for a
man who had confessed himself to
be vile. The seraphim have heard
that confession made so often, and
have so often administered the
same restorative to fainting hearts,
that they do not need to be directed
what to do. They know God's
thought before He speaks a word. A
notable emblem this of service!

“One cried to another.” Holy beings
love to stir each other to higher
themes, to worthier praise. Thus
one bird may awake a woodland
into minstrelsy; and one Luther an
age. Is your heart full of burning
love?—then seek to set others
aglow. i
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Greater Lafayette Chinese Alliance Church (GLCAC)
435 W. State Street
West Lafayette, IN 47906

http://www.glcaconline.org/

[ BT 765-743-2919

Rev. Thomas He xthe_98@hotmail.com

Chuck Carter 570-687-8154

Youth Pastor feixiang@hotmail.com
ey

RAFHEFE 11lam—12:15pm (Sun)
Sunday Service
RAEHE 10am—10:50am (Sun)
Adult Sunday School
RETFHS 10am—10:50am (Sun)
Children’s Sunday Worship
REFHE 1lam—12:15pm (Sun)
Children’s Sunday School
BEwtsy 5:30pm—6:30pm (Tue)
Church Prayer Meeting
TR A\ BB EEZL(PCCF) 7pm—9:30pm (Fri)
Purdue Chinese Christian Fellowship
T EEH 7pm—8:45pm (Fri)

Hope Fellowship (meeting at 2234 Indian Trail Dr, W. Lafayette, IN 47906)



