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Becoming an Empty Vessel for God
Amy He

I definitely had a lot of fun at Youth Camp of CWC (Christian Witness Center) this year. Last
year was my first year going to the camp, and I was looking forward to going back this year.
It was interesting to get away from home for a week to spend time in God” s Word and with
many other Christians of my age. I feel that I benefited a lot from the camp, and I left feeling
that I had grown significantly in my faith.

One morning devotion we had was about the widow who only had a little oil to pay off her
debts. Elisha the prophet told her to get vessels and to pour the o1l into them. But 1n order to
do so, the vessels would have to be empty. How often do we come to God with our hands
open, asking for his blessing, but our vessels are filled with our own junk? How can God fill
us with his blessing, if our vessels aren’ t empty?

One of the main things that really got through to me was one message that a pastor said
concerning spiritual highs that happen a lot at youth camps. We shouldn’ t just “be
Christians” on Sunday at church or at the youth camps we go to, but every single moment
we should be witnessing to the world; whether it" s by what we do or what we say. I thought
this was an extremely important issue that many people, myself included, face.

Near the end of the camp, I felt that God was convicting me to rethink what my duties are in
the church. We don’ t go to church to have fun with our friends and socialize, but to meet
with fellow believers and to grow closer to God. The older kids should be role models to the
younger kids. I pray that the future generation in our church will grow up to be strong
believers in Christ.

The youth camp changed my perspective on my life. Every day, I try to focus on serving God
mnstead of just living for myself. One pastor at the camp talked about how Christians have
Christ in the center of their lives, while non-Christians have themselves in the center. As
Christians, we need to place God 1n the center of our lives.

After I came back from the Youth Camp, I started a morning devotion time with my
parents and brother at home. It was a fairly new experience for me to get
up earlier each morning to dedicate the first 30-60 minutes of the day to

God. We focus on developing our characters to change our lives and the

lives of others.

[' ve learned many important truths in the camp, and I am looking
forward to going back again next year, but I realized that the more
important thing 1s to live my faith each day.




How Prayer Meeting at GLCAC Changed My Life

Timothy Cornelius

I am not planning to write about any one major change in my life that occurred because of
attending prayer meeting at GLCAC but about many smaller or gradual changes that I have
benefitted from. Not that attending a prayer meeting even if done regularly has any benefit of
itself, but God 1s powerful enough that He can use it (or anything else) to bring about the
changes He desires in an individual. So really this is a testimony of God's work in my life
through my involvement in one specific ministry of the Greater Lafayette Chinese Alliance
Church.

I first started attending prayer meeting in December of 2007. I had previously been involved

in a Tuesday night Bible study with Matt Scott and a few other people. Once that Bible study

had finished and I had Tuesday nights free, Matt asked me and a few other people from

English group to come to prayer meeting with him on one Tuesday night in December. (I

think he didn't want to be the only one in the prayer meeting who couldn't understand

Chinese.) I enjoyed the opportunity to spend an evening praying with other believers. After
this night I began to attend prayer meeting regularly.

Before I started to attend prayer meeting I rarely prayed but I
knew I should be praying a lot more frequently. Having a set
time every week to spend time praying with others helped me to
start praying more often throughout the week. I knew that if I
attended prayer meeting I could not go longer than a week
without spending significant time in prayer and help me
remember to spend time in prayer throughout the rest of the
week. I let God work on this weakness in my spiritual life by
attending prayer meeting.

After my first week at prayer meeting, I was usually the only

person who only spoke English. Although some people may

think I would not receive any benefit from attending a prayer
meeting where people rarely prayed in English, that was not the
case. One major benefit was that by regularly attending prayer meeting I was starting to get to
know several of the people that do not attend English group on Friday nights. Up until that
time, the majority of people that I knew in GLCAC were those who came to English group. I
believe that my presence in prayer meeting may have made some people feel uncomfortable
because they thought that they must speak and pray in English. I try to remind those who pray
with me that if they are praying to God, they need to pray in a language that He understands
and 1t does not matter whether I understand or not.

10



During the first couple months that I attended prayer meeting I remember that one of the
prayer requests was for the translation ministry on Sunday mornings. This was the first time
that I had heard that GLCAC offered English translation for their Sunday morning church
services. [ had been going to Faith Baptist Church on Sunday mornings. Because they have
church services at three different times I could now rearrange my schedule in order to attend
both churches every Sunday.

During prayer meetings, I had the opportunity to regularly hear about and pray for the needs
in the various ministries in the church. I remember praying for the mission trips that a team of
people from GLCAC went on 1n the spring of 2008, praying for the memorial service for the
victims of the earthquake in China, praying for the Praise Night that our church held each
semester, praying for AWANA and the various PCCF fellowship groups, and praying for
many other ministries in the church. I believe that through regularly praying for these
ministries, God has helped me to develop a heart for this church and its ministries. (Even
though I have attended Faith Baptist Church for over five years, I feel closer to this church
and I believe that it is mostly because I have been frequently praying for its ministries in
prayer meeting.)

A final way that prayer meeting has changed my life is in helping me to get involved in the
AWANA and Sunday School ministries here at GLCAC. Prayer meeting may have had only
an indirect role in my decision to become involved in these ministries, but I believe 1t was a
significant influence on that decision. Many of the benefits from prayer meeting that I have
already listed helped influence me to volunteer to help with AWANA and to agree to work in
Sunday School. I thought it would be good for me to get to know several of the children and
their parents who do not attend either English group or prayer meeting. Since I had been
praying for these ministries I was willing to help out in them and wanted an opportunity to
serve 1n the church. Also, since I now attended GLCAC on Sundays, I was available to help
out in Sunday School.

I know that the main purpose of prayer meeting is not to benefit personally from it but to
minister to others by praying for them. Even if praying for others (either during Tuesday night
prayer meeting, during a prayer meeting with your PCCF group, or by yourself) never seems
to benefit you, that does not mean it is a waste of time. I hope that this will encourage you to
be faithful in praying for others and for the ministries of GLCAC.
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Man' s Way or God’ s Perfect Way? Part 1 - Blessing
Eddy Zhuo

Can you remember what you did this past year? For me everything 1s clear like 1t was
yesterday. I graduated from Pensacola Christian College with a degree in Computer Science
last May. God blessed me with friendship and family. My friend Tim came all the way from
Indiana (over 700 miles) to attend my graduation. Even my wonderful Daddy and Mommy
came for my graduation all the way from China. Taking my parents and driving along with
Tim, I travelled to my next destination in life - Lafayette, Indiana. My heart was filled with
uncertainty and fear, but I knew that God 1s a sovereign God.

For you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Psalm 23:4b

During this trip we visited Smoky Mountain National Park in Gatlinburg, Tennessee and we
again experienced God’ s blessing from seeing his wonderful creation.

After we had arrived in Lafayette, I rested a couple days, and had the first opportunity to
attend Sunday Worship and prayer meeting at GLCAC (Greater Lafayette Chinese Alliance
Church). I was blessed by the hospitality of all the brothers and sisters in the Church. I soon
had the privilege to participate in many ministries in the Church. I became a member of the
English Group in PCCF (Purdue Chinese Christian Fellowship). God used many of my friends
to encourage me to be a better Christian, and I attended a morning Bible study with many
brothers and sisters led by Pastor He. Pastor He not only helps me with any questions that I
have about the Bible, but also patiently listens when I confide in him. Reading God” s Word
gave me energy and helped me to focus everyday while I was resting from school trying to
find a job. Another highlight of the week 1s prayer meeting each Tuesday. God gave me the
privilege of praying for the needs of many brothers and sisters, and it is so amazing to see that
our God 1s a wonderful living God when prayers are ar}swcred.

,,,,,,

During the four months that I was
searching for a job, I had opportunities to visit
many places including the City of Chicago, the
Creation Museum in Cincinnati, Ohio, the City
of Louisville, and a wonderful road trip from
Indiana to Maine. I visited one of the greatest
waterfalls in the world - Niagara Falls. God™ s
timing 1s perfect. While I was still on my trip to ... ~ S
Maine, my OPT work permit was sent to my :
apartment. God not only allowed me to receive
the work permit, but also gave me a job just two

God is with me everywhere I go.
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days after I came back from my road trip to Maine. Praise the LORD for all his abundant
blessings everyday and everywhere.

Xalt Worship band was also founded this past year. 7 wi// exalt
you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and
ever. Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever
and ever. Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his
greatness no one can fathom. [Psalm 145:1] God helped us to
form a full worship band with brothers and sisters who have
great music abilities, and a heart to praise God. He not only blessed us in playing music, but
also guided us toward Him with the help of the Holy Spirit. He gave me a chance to lead the
Xalt band and helped me in many areas including playing, praying, and serving my fellow
band members. All the band members are a great encouragement to me, as zron sharpens 1ron,
so one man sharpens another. [Proverbs 27:17] I thank God that He allowed brother Huanren
and I to help each other to walk in the Spirit of God every week.

PSS ALNM 13520

Xalt Worship Band

Lastly, and most importantly, God has blessed me by allowing me to start a wonderful
relationship with Zhang Yan. If I have to write out all the blessings I received from God
throughout this lovely relationship, it will take another series of testimonies in future Vineyard
Collections. Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, [
suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.

[John 21:25]

In this past year, God has done a great work 1n my own heart. He changes my heart daily to
have more faith in Him. Knowing Jesus is the best thing in my life, and I can say that God’ s
way 1S the perfect way and 1t 1s the only way to experience a heart-changing life. Finally, I
encourage and challenge all my Christian brothers and sisters who are reading this testimony
to count your many blessings, remember what God has done in your life, and live in God™ s

perfect way.
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Blessings Along the Road
Tianhong Shi

1. Being Stuck

Have you ever felt that you are deeply stuck? There 1s no hope, no help, and no solution?
Maybe it 1s your work, your study, your dissertation writing, your marriage, your relationship,
your emotion, your health, etc.
For me, it 1s about communication with my husband. We had different opinions about
important 1ssues. I want to persuade him to consult the lawyer about his legal status, but he
doesn” t want to spend this money. If I obey him, things will go worse for him. However, if I
disobey him, it is against the teaching of the Bible. I felt I was deeply stuck and I don” t have
the faintest idea what I should do. I talked to Sister Yaguo. She told me to wait patiently. I
took the advice reluctantly. During that Friday evening’ s fellowship, we watched a movie
together called Faith like Potatoes. I was deeply touched by the movie. I am sure everyone
watching the movie heard the line “Faith is like potatoes. You can feel it. You can smell it.
" Ttis such a plain but vivid metaphor. What struck me most was the next line -- “The seed
for a great miracle lies not in difficulty, but impossibility.” If Angus Buchan can trust God to
raise a harvest of potatoes in the long months of drought, why can” t I trust God to provide a
solution to my problem? That night, I found enough faith to pray to God to ask for something
again. I asked God to change my heart so that I will be at peace even if things did not go as I
wished.
I spent a quiet Saturday at home with the kids. The restlessness left me and I found peace
again. I prayed to God more earnestly for providing us a solution. On Sunday morning, I
attended an 8:00AM worship service so that I can have enough time to take the kids to visit
Chicago Shedd Aquarium for free that day. The message was the first of a new series called
“Facing your past” . The pastor talked about what to do when you are stuck by looking at
two examples in the Bible: David and Job. When David and Job were stuck, they both used
one same strategy: to recount the past blessings of the Lord and have faith in the sovereignty
of the Lord. When David was stuck, David said: “Jehovah that delivered me out of the paw
of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.
(1 Samuel 17: 37) When Job was stuck in loss of children, wealth and health, he said:
Jehovah gave, and Jehovah hath taken away; blessed be the name of Jehovah. --- shall we
receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?) (Job 1: 21, Job 2: 10) The
pastor asks everyone to make a list of God™ s past blessings. At that time, I remembered
many miraculous things God has done for me personally. And I have no doubt that He can
take care of my current situation and provide me a solution.
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We had a wonderful day at the Aquarium. On that night, I asked my husband again if he
would meet with the immigration lawyer to get help with his visa issue. He said yes!
Dear brothers and sisters, are you stuck in some kind of situation? If you are, count the
blessings of God and trust in the power and love of the one sovereign God who loved you
before, who loves you now and will love you tomorrow. He never changes.

2. Being Squeezed

Have you ever felt being squeezed? I felt I was being squeezed by both my sisters and my
husband. Then I heard a message talking about one of the worst persons in the Bible - King
Ahab. The advice I got from the message is that I should pray when I am being squeezed.
Ahab became one of the worst people mentioned in the Bible because he chose to follow his
father’ s bad example, he made friends with pagan kings, he married a princess who was
practicing 1dolatry, and he followed his own heart of greed. When the society and culture goes
against the teachings of the Bible, we need to pray to God to give us wisdom and courage to
follow God™ s rules. After hearing this message, I prayed to God for a way out of my
dilemma. I do not want to become my sisters’ enemy. I do not want to become my husband
s enemy either. I talked to my sisters frankly and got them to understand that I choose to
remain married to my husband because I have faith and hope in God that He will renew
Jianliang’ s life. Amazingly, my sisters stopped pushing me for a divorce. They said that they
could acknowledge and accept me as a Christian!
I knew other people were being squeezed for what they believe. Someone died. One side of
the family wanted a Christian memorial funeral service. And the other side of the family
wanted a Buddhism or Taoism funeral. In the end, because they stick to what they believed,
they were able to hold a Christian memorial funeral service and many people heard about God
s salvation for the first time in their lives.
What I learned is that if you ever feel being squeezed, pray to God and examine God™ s will,
and you will know what to do.

3. The LORD Will Provide

Amazing things happened at my home on June 24, 2009.

My family lived in Village Manor apartment for two years. It was close to Cumberland
Elementary school for the kids and to grocery stores, parks and playgrounds as well. The rent
1s also cheap. I paid $735 for rent plus $90 to $100 for the electricity bill monthly, for a three-
bedroom spacious apartment with no water, gas or trash bills. But there 1s no backyard for the
kids to play. And Joy disliked the neighbors very much because they smoke and left cigarette
buds and dog poo everywhere. The neighbors also hold wild parties in the middle of the
night. So we decided to move. And by June 5, we finally found a house that we can at least
agree on. But our apartment lease ends on June 25 and we need to move out of the apartment
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before 9:00 am on June 26. 20 days really 1S not enough for getting a mortgage loan.
Somehow a very efficient mortgage loan agent was willing to help us try to get the loan as fast
as possible. On June 23, we heard that the loan should be ok but needs a few more working
days to process and finalize. So the original closing date June 24 needs to be extended, which
made the seller very angry.

On the morning of June 24, I gathered the kids and my nephew and we prayed in front of my
sister (who claims to be a Buddhist) to ask God to help us and bless us and to let my sister see
that when we pray sincerely, amazing things will happen. We prayed that we could move into
the new place on June 25. In the afternoon of June 24, we heard that we can finish the closure
of the house purchase on June 30. I was thankful for the quick process of the loan, although it
would be better if the closing could be done on June 25, so we could move in the new place
directly. Closing on June 30 puts us in a difficult situation, which means that we need to find a
place to stay for four days, and we need to move everything twice. We could extend the
apartment contract for one more month. But paying $735 for four days™  stay is not very
realistic for my budget if I also have to pay for the new place in a few days. Two Motel rooms
for four nights are around $500 and too expensive for me as well because we have 5 people in
the family plus my sister and my nephew who are visiting and helping us. $200 to $300 would
be a reasonable price I am willing to pay to stay for the next four days, I talked to myself as I
tried to figure out which way 1s more economical. In the evening of June 24, I called the
mortgage loan broker to see if I can pay to expedite the loan application process but was told
no. Without me asking for help, a sister offered us to stay in her house. Another family
offered their entire house for us to stay while they are on vacation. Two sisters came to help
me pack and many brothers and friend came to help us move. The realtor offered a storage
space 1n her office building for us to store everything. So by 7:00PM on June 24, we had a
workable plan with some inconvenience on our family and the family who 1s offering us a
place to stay. Around 10:00PM, when I was sending the packing helpers home, I received a
phone call from the realtor telling me that the seller was willing to let me move in to the house
starting on June 25 with $50 rent for each day before the closing day. 10 minutes later, the
realtor called me again and informed me that we could move in the very night on June 24 if
we wanted to. I was overjoyed. I knew the Lord was answering my prayer. Now the kids have
a place to sleep and eat and play while we are busy packing, moving, and cleaning. And we
will have a place to cook. The daily rent 1s within my budget.

In Psalm 28: 6-7, it says: “Blessed be the LORD, Because He has heard the voice of my
supplication. The LORD is my strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and I am
helped; Therefore my heart exults, And with my song I shall thank Him.”

[ truly experienced the help I needed from the LORD during my moving. The God who

governs the whole universe cares for me, listens to my prayer, and answers my prayer. He 1s
my provider. He 1s my God and my Lord.
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