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e ® Do not be anxious

about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving.
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BECAUSE GOD NEVER GIVE UP

UPON US
KHO PIN VERIAN

| am from Indonesia. | was raised in
a simple family, with 2 brothers and 3
sisters, and I'm the youngest one. We
are Chinese descendant family, so like
generally Chinese, our parents didn’t
raise us as a religious family. But my
parents did raise us very well, they
provided almost all of our needs, good
education, good basic principle about
how to behave, about how to respect
others, but we rarely have heart to heart
communication. We rarely show our
affection and love to each other.

| enrolled in Catholic school for from
kindergarten to my undergrad. Most of
my friends were Christians. | saw that
my classmates’ families (Christians
families) had something that | didn’t
have at that time. They have more
freedom in showing their affections and
their love. They usually go to the church
with their family on Sunday, which never
happened in my life. | wondered, is it
because they have God?

| started thinking about
getting more knowledge in
Christianity, but | know that
my father wouldn't like it. Yes,
my father never allowed us
to become a Christian. My |
mother has always given us . @ >
free choice and supported us =7 X
to do good things.

Life in the U.S.A.

When | was came here, |
found it terribly hard to adjust
to the food, language, work, courses,
weather, almost everything (they are so
different from what | experienced in my

country)...and the worst thing
is | felt so lonely. It was
difficult for me at that time to
get well with new friends. In
my loneliness, | met a girl who
also felt the same way. We
became friends, and then we
started to have special feeling each
other, even though she already had a
boyfriend at that time. She cheated on
her boyfriend, but | just couldn’t reject
her. We did so many sinful things which
| never done before in my life. 1 almost
broke their relationship, and | did break
their hearts...mine as well.

| felt very guilty. | tried to confess my
sins to God, but | fell again and again. |
really lost my mind and any self-control.
Every time when the temptations came,
| couldn’t refuse it. | felt depressed,
guilty and disgusted with my self and my
sins. Eventually, | suffered from a
severe depression.

My Christian friends also tried to
help me to overcome my difficulties.
They showed me kindness that | never
got from others. But | really gave them a
hard time. They gave me their place to
stay, they tried their best in helping me,
and shared God’s love to me. Yet,
everything seemed impossible for me. |
built up my own wall to
avoid God’s love, or so |
thought.

During my depression,
some friends tried to cheer
me up by asking me out to
the bar. | got drunk there
to forget all my problems.
Yet, being drunk did not
8 help me at all. 1 became
* more depressed. Several
times | had thoughts of

- ending my life. | ended up
last semester with one in-complete
grade on my courses, a project which

Q?lg



was suspended along with the funding, |
took pills and got counseling from both
psychologist and psychiatrist. | went
back to my country at the end of
semester without expecting to come
back to Purdue.

Going Back Home

During my time in my country, |
continued my medication, and | also
attend several sessions of healing
movement camp that was organized by
a church. My family treated me very well,
and really showed their love to me. |
recovered slowly but surely.

My friends kept being patient toward
me. Now | know the reason is because
God himself never give up on me. God
works in their lives that make them not
to give up on me. Many people prayed
for me, and they really hope that | could
feel God’s love again in my life. Thanks
to my English bible study group, which
tried their best in praying and supporting
me every time. They taught me to take
my responsibility on my own life. They
became my family here.

Returning Back to God

Now, | also have a better
communication with my family. | wrote
some letters also to my parents at
Indonesia (thanks to my friend who has
nice Chinese hand writing ©). My father
also starts to accept that 5 of his
children are now Christians. I'm still
struggling with my sin and pride. | am
too prideful, emotional, and selfish.
Sometimes | forget to love. But God
keeps me strong, so I'll never give up to
share God'’s love in my life, because He
never give up on me too.

All what | had experienced remind
me to some verses in the Bible:

To those who get tempted for
conducting sexual immorality, drunk,

wild party (I know most of the youngster
have this kind of temptations):

‘Do not conform to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve what
God'’s will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will.” Romans 12:2

To those who share God’s love to
me and to others:

“For | was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink,
| was a stranger and you invited me
in..” (Matthew 25:35)

At the end | want to quote,

“And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.” (Romans
8:28)
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“Rena, (S 1#EIE T HYIRIIRELEL,

AR (E BT LT SIS 27

izli

“ME -

“fRAH {Z 57 72 — I 3E A (sinner),you
have done things that God does not
like?”

“Ye
S, I
disobey.

Everyo
ne is a
sinner.”

“Do

you
believe
that by yourself you cannot always obey?
That means no one can become a
person without sin by him/herself?”

“Yes.”

“That means we need someone, in
fact, that someone is God himself, to
help us.”F4%&:7:"You know, the Bible
says ‘The wage of sin is death.” Do
you know what is ‘wage’?”

“No.”

“That means your payment. When
you work for somebody, you get paid.
So when you sin, what do you get your
payment?”“Death?”

“Yes, death! This is eternal death.”

1= T 12 ,“But God loves us so
much. He does not want to see us have
eternal death. He has the greatest idea!
Yes, somebody dies for us, in our place.”

She immediately said “That’s Jesus!”

“Yes. In fact, can anyone who has
sinned die for us?”

She replied, “No.”

Q?es



Then | said, “Correct, because that
person has to die too. So only someone
who did not need to die can save us.
That's Jesus. God sent His son to us,
becoming one like us. Jesus has never
sinned. He came and died for us on the
cross and He rose from death. ”

The rest was very easy because
she has gone through these from
AWANA. After this, | said:“Rena, so if
we truly believe all of these, we can
open our hearts to Jesus and invite Him
to come into our lives to be our
savior(save us from the penalty of
eternal death) and also ask Him to be
the Lord of our lives(that means you will
obey Him). Then, He will as He
promised, come in and also give us the
Holy Spirit, which is just like a counselor,
who tells us in whisper what to do. Do
you want to do that?”

“Yes, how do | do that?”

“You invite Him in.”

At this moment, she told me, “Mom,
| remember | have done that.”
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