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| was raised in a Christian home and
attended church every Sunday, hearing the
gospel message. Most of the time | was a
good kid and..... just about every adult
would have placed me in the good kid
category. | was not perfect, which is what a
Holy God demands and | knew it. (Romans
3:23 All have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God. & Romans 6:23 The wages of
sin is death.)

Having heard the Gospel message
throughout all my life | wrestled with giving
control of my life to Christ from about age 9
to 11. | cannot remember all of the debating
processes my mind went through as |
wrestled with making that decision for
myself. | do remember misunderstanding
some of the message presented to me. |
remember thinking that once | got baptized |
would be perfect. | do not know where | got
the idea but it scared me.

Yet over & over | heard about a God
that had done everything he could to save
me including die a horrible death on a cross
in my place (and rise again). (Romans 5:8
God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: While we were sinners, Christ died for
us.) How could | continue to say no to a
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How the Journey Began ...
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God like this? At camp in the summer of
1989, | decided that | wanted to follow
Jesus and let him take control of my life. |
did not fully understand what | was doing at
the time, yet | have never regretted that
decision. (Romans 10:9 If you confess with
your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.)

The lie that | would become perfect
after baptism caused me to go through
some very difficult times because no matter
how hard | tried | messed up all the time.
God used that learning process to both
grow & humble me. | can reach out to those
who struggle & are deeply hurting with
compassion because | have been there.

I became so depressed that | did not
really want to go on living but God would not
let go of me. | spent many years praying
and searching for answers and “cures” for
my depression only to find all the answers in
a book that | had access to all along the
Bible. | came to realize that | was not fully
trusting God & was often angered by any
tough circumstances that God had allowed
in my life. | am still learning to trust & obey
my Lord. | continue to learn how to be
content & joyful in all circumstances. As |
learn to love Jesus this has caused me to
want to share him with others. (Matthew 28:
19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
| have commanded you....)
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Potatoes and Evangelism

Amy He

First off, | must say that | love potatoes
in all forms, shapes, and sizes. So when my
dad asked me to help peel potatoes so we
could make homemade mashed potatoes, |
was so excited!! However, peeling potatoes
is hard work...just like being a faithful
servant of God! Here's how the two tie

together:

1. Peel the potato. Obviously, when
you make mashed potatoes, you have to
take the skin off first. This is like shedding
your old, sinful self, and becoming the new
person God wants you to be. This can be a
long difficult process, taking a lot of energy,
and it is also extremely messy. When | was
peeling these potatoes, the bits of peel flew
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everywhere except the sink where they
But
mandatory to get those peels off, just like it

should've gone. it was absolutely
is mandatory for Christians to leave their old,
sinful self behind in order to do God's will.

2. It's easy to love the smooth
potatoes. | love smooth potatoes. They're
the easiest to peel because your knife
doesn't get stuck on the bumps and valleys.
Likewise, it's easy to love the "smooth"
people, the ones who are willing to know
more about God and about Christianity. It's
easy to witness to those types of people,
but the

potatoes that need to be peeled the most.

sometimes it's really bumpy
People who have been hurt in their past and
reject God's love are the ones who need His
love all the more.

with
practice. My first potatoes still had bits of

3. Peeling gets easier
skin clinging to them, but the last potato was
so perfect | thought | would cry. My hands
got accustomed to the forceful motions
needed to get all that peel off the potato,
and the more you share your faith with
others the easier it'll come to you, the better

you'll be able to do it.

4. Wash the
peeling. This step isn't necessary, per say,

potatoes  after

but it helps to get rid of any potato peel
fragments still stuck to the potato. Washing
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won't make the potatoes taste any better,
but it can help them do their job better
(making delicious mashed potatoes!).
Baptism isn't necessary in order to become
a Christian or to go to heaven, but it is what
God wants us to do. It won't make us better
Christians, but by being baptized you are
telling the world you are a Christian, and
you're telling God that you are ready for the
commitment needed to be a true follower of

Christ.

5. Boil the potatoes. Boiling cooks the
potatoes and, in a way, purifies them from
their raw beginnings. God's love is the
"boiling" in our lives. Without His love, our
faith is meaningless, and with Him we can
do all things through Christ who strengthens
us. Raw potatoes are no fun to eat, and
‘raw” Christians who still have fears and
doubts aren’t going to get the job done. It is
okay to doubt, of course, but you shouldn’t
scare yourself into thinking that you're a
“bad Christian” because you sinned yet
again. We are going to keep making
mistakes. But God loved us so much that he
sent his son to die for our sakes. He will
definitely love you enough to boil away your
sins.

6. Mash the potatoes. You may not
have reached this point in your faith, but
sometime in your life you will. The world
hates Christians, so as a result you will face
hardships concerning your faith. Kids even
younger than me are being challenged in
school when they are taught evolution in
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science class, or in history class when they
are taught that Jesus was just a person, or
that he never existed. But mashing the
potatoes is necessary in order to make
mashed potatoes, and facing hardship is
necessary to test your faith and make it
strong.

7. The potatoes won't turn out
perfect. The potatoes may still have some
bits of skin attached to them when you boil
them, but it won't matter in the end when
the potatoes are all done and eaten with salt,
butter, or whatever you add to them. We
can't ever become perfect Christians, but
God can still use us in His plan. We're all
sinners, and God doesn't need to use us.
But He chooses us, as the imperfect
potatoes that we are, and he loves us, even

more than | love potatoes.




